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The	Barcelona	Symphony	and	Catalonia	National	Orchestra	(OBC)	revisits	the	score	that	Howard	Shore	penned	for	the	'Lord	of	the	Rings'	saga,	this	time	taking	on	the	second	episode,	'The	Two	Towers'.	Ludwig	Wicki	directs	the	ensemble,	which	also	features	various	Catalan	choirs,	including	the	Coro	Lieder	Camera,	the	Coro	Madrigal	and	the	Orfeó
Català	Children's	Choir.	Live	music,	with	a	screening	of	the	entire	film.	It’s	going	to	be	a	beautiful	summer	weekend.	(Maybe—we	don’t	know	where	you	live.)	We	do	know	how	tempting	it’s	going	to	be	to	get	outside	and	see	other	people,	but	Josh	Gad	has	other	plans	for	you	on	Sunday.	That’s	when	he’s	turning	the	upcoming	episode	of	his	quarantine
YouTube	series,	“Reunited	Apart”	into	a	“Lord	of	the	Rings”	reunion	and	fundraiser.Based	on	the	short	teaser	video	that	has	already	been	released,	we	already	know	a	few	things	about	this	reunion.	For	starters,	it	will	include	many	cast	favorites,	including	Sean	Astin	(who	plays	Samwise	Gamgee),	Sir	Ian	McKellen	(Gandalf),	Elijah	Wood	(Frodo
Baggins),	Orlando	Bloom	(Legolas),	Dominic	Monaghan	(Merry	Brandybuck)	and	Billy	Boyd	(Pippin	Took).	It	will	also	involve	McKellen	drinking	a	well-deserved	glass	of	red	wine.But	wait,	there’s	more!	“Lord	of	the	Rings”	director	Peter	Jackson	and	actors	Andy	Serkis,	Karl	Urban,	Viggo	Mortensen,	Mirando	Otto,	John	Rhys-Davies,	Sean	Bean	and	Liv
Tyler	will	also	join	the	Zoom	call.	The	fundraiser	for	a	COVID-19	charity	is	hitting	especially	close	to	home	for	this	particular	group.	Cast	and	crew	of	the	“Lord	of	the	Rings”	films	recently	learned	of	the	death	of	their	colleague,	Andrew	Jack,	a	dialect	coach	for	the	series	who	passed	away	in	April	at	age	76	from	complications	from	COVID-19.And	this
isn’t	Gad’s	first	reunion	rodeo.	He	previously	reunited	the	casts	of	two	hit	films	from	1985:	“Goonies”	and	“Back	to	the	Future.”	Earlier	this	week,	he	brought	Tom	Hanks,	Daryl	Hannah,	Eugene	Levy	and	Ron	Howard	together	to	discuss	their	1984	classic	“Splash.”	In	each	episode,	Gad	raises	money	for	a	COVID-19-related	charity.	Previous
organizations	have	included	Project	HOPE	(a	global	health	and	humanitarian	relief	organization),	DigDeep	(working	to	ensure	every	American	has	water	and	sanitation	access)	and	The	Center	for	Disaster	Philanthropy	(supporting	those	hardest	hit	by	the	COVID-19	pandemic).	“Reunited	Apart:	The	Lord	of	the	Rings”	will	premiere	on	Sunday,	May	31
at	9	a.m.	PT/12p.m.	ET	on	Gad’s	YouTube	channel.	Picture	this:	It's	December	2001.	People	are	lined	up	around	the	block	of	their	local	movie	theaters	to	catch	the	midnight	release	of	the	J.R.R.	Tolkien	adaptation	of	The	Fellowship	of	the	Ring.	What	could've	been	a	generic	fantasy	film	instead	morphed	into	what	became	one	of	the	most	beloved
fantasy	franchises	of	all	time.Almost	two	decades	after	its	premiere,	fans	are	still	in	love	with	Tolkien's	original	tale	of	a	young	hobbit	and	his	friends	persevering	to	save	their	home	of	Middle	Earth.	It's	an	admirable	story	of	strength	and	courage.	So	we	at	Men's	Health	decided	to	compile	the	very	best	LOTR	memes	to	give	a	new	generation	the
chance	to	immerse	themselves	Tolkien's	fantastical	world	all	his	own.	Below,	22	of	our	favorite	Lord	of	the	Rings	memes	for	your	viewing	pleasure.View	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterView
full	post	on	TwitterView	full	post	on	TwitterAdrianna	Freedman	writes	all	things	TV	and	film	for	Cosmo.	When	not	binge-watching	the	latest	series	on	Netflix,	she	is	busy	singing	along	to	her	favorite	artists/showtunes,	consuming	too	many	coffees	a	day	and	dreaming	about	penning	her	next	big	story.	One	does	not	simply	walk	into	developing	a	new
Lord	of	the	Rings	game.	But	that's	exactly	what	Athlon	Games,	the	team	behind	Warframe	and	Gears	of	War	4,	is	doing.Athlon,	the	owner	of	Digital	Extremes	and	Splash	Damage,	has	signed	a	deal	with	Middle-earth	Enterprises	(the	license	holders	of	JRR	Tolkien's	fantasy	world),	to	develop	a	new	online	game	full	of	orcs,	hobbits	and	elves.“It’s	a
singular	opportunity	to	work	closely	with	Middle-earth	Enterprises	to	create	a	completely	new	experience	for	fans	of	the	landmark	fantasy	work	of	JRR	Tolkien,	and	we	are	excited	about	the	resurgence	of	interest	in	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	IP,”	said	Dave	Miller,	president,	Athlon	Games.	Pre-FrodoThe	game	is	set	to	be	a	prequel	to	the	well-known	stories
of	Frodo	and	Bilbo	Baggins,	instead	taking	place	in	the	deep	history	of	Middle-earth,	conveniently	avoiding	any	canonical	issues.Exactly	what	sort	of	game	it'll	be,	or	what	platforms	it	will	appear	on,	remains	a	mystery.	But	given	Athlon	Games'	pedigree	with	free-to-play	online	titles	like	Warframe,	it	wouldn't	be	surprising	if	that's	the	path	taken
here.Fans	of	the	Lord	of	the	Rings	series	have,	surprisingly,	had	it	quite	good	when	it	comes	to	games	that	spin	off	the	franchise.	Though	its	sequel	Shadow	of	War	proved	controversial,	Middle-earth:	Shadow	of	Mordor	was	great	fun.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	Online,	a	traditional	MMO	game,	is	still	going	strong,	and	a	number	of	beat-em-ups	and
strategy	games	have	also	impressed	over	the	years.Beyond	that,	the	resurgence	of	interest	in	the	IP	will	continue	with	a	new	Amazon	Prime	TV	show,	again	based	on	the	franchise's	unexplored	past.Best	MMOs:	live	your	second	life	online	Whether	you	reread	the	printed	trilogy	every	summer	or	have	the	film	trilogy	box	set	ready	to	binge	at	a
moment’s	notice,	there	aren’t	many	fantasy	fans	who	haven’t	revisited	J.	R.	R.	Tolkien’s	Lord	of	the	Rings	world	over	and	over	again.	Amazon	has	two	very	exciting	Lord	of	the	Rings	projects	in	the	works.	One	is	the	TV	series	based	on	the	second	age,	and	the	second	is	a	massively	multiplayer	online	game	(MMO).	However,	it	is	going	to	be	a	long	time
before	we	see	either	of	them.	The	TV	show	won’t	launch	until	at	least	2021,	and	the	MMO	has	no	release	date	as	of	yet.	Daedalic	Entertainment	has	a	LoTR	game	coming	out	a	bit	sooner:	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Gollum	has	a	confirmed	release	on	next-generation	gaming	consoles	PS5	and	Xbox	Series	X.	To	tide	us	over	until	the	next	wave	of	Middle
Earth	stories	is	released,	let’s	look	at	some	of	the	best	Lord	of	the	Rings	video	games	of	all	time.	This	list	has	everything	from	classics	to	more	modern	titles.		The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	(2006)	The	follow-up	to	EA’s	surprisingly	good	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	fine-tuned	the	gameplay	and	brought	the	franchise	on	par	with	some	of
the	best	real-time	strategy	games	on	the	market	at	the	time.	One	notable	difference	between	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	and	its	predecessor	was	player	freedom.	Middle-Earth	II	allowed	players	to	create	as	many	buildings	as	they	wanted	anywhere	on	the	map,	allowing	for	a	lot	more	flexibility	in	gameplay.		Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	also	added	goblins,
dwarves,	and	elves	as	playable	factions.	The	expansion	pack	Rise	of	the	Witch-King	added	the	Angmar	as	well.		The	game	also	featured	the	War	of	the	Ring	mode	from	the	first	game,	which	cleverly	combined	turn-based	tactics	with	real-time	strategy	gameplay.	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	was	met	with	positive	criticism	upon	its	release,	and	we	look
back	on	it	fondly	as	one	of	the	best	Lord	of	the	Rings	games	there	was.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Return	of	the	King	(2003)	Franchise	games	are	almost	always	terrible.	They	are	usually	just	lazy	cash	grabs	meant	to	capitalize	on	the	popularity	of	a	summer	blockbuster.	However,	that	wasn’t	the	case	with	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Return	of	the	King.	This
awesome	PS2	game	proved	to	be	surprisingly	fun	and	did	well	following	the	main	events	of	the	movie	while	having	engaging	gameplay.	Like	its	predecessor,	The	Two	Towers,	Return	of	the	King	is	a	hack-and-slash	game	that	the	developers	likened	to	a	modern	Gauntlet.	Unlike	the	first	game,	though,	Return	of	the	King	had	multiple	storylines,	more
playable	characters,	and	unique	environmental	interactions.	The	game	also	had	a	co-op	mode	that	let	you	play	with	a	buddy.	The	game	was	also	significantly	larger	in	scale	than	The	Two	Towers,	with	players	exploring	maps	twice	as	large	and	fighting	double	the	enemies.	LEGO	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	(2012)	The	LEGO	games	have	always	been	decent
games	for	kids	that	recreate	major	franchises	in	humorous	ways.	LEGO	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	is	a	perfect	example	of	this.	The	game	was	one	of	the	first	in	LEGO’s	large	game	pool	to	actually	include	audio	clips	from	the	films,	but	developers	still	managed	to	put	their	own	comedic	twist	on	most	of	the	scenes.	The	game	covers	the	events	of	the	original
three	films,	and	players	can	take	control	of	over	80	characters,	each	with	their	own	unique	abilities	that	help	them	solve	puzzles.	There	is	also	a	free-roam	mode	where	players	can	explore	all	of	LEGO	Middle-Earth.	It	isn’t	exactly	the	most	thrilling	game	for	adults,	but	it	is	the	perfect	way	to	get	the	kids	introduced	to	the	wonder	of	the	franchise
without	all	the	grit	of	the	movies.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	The	Third	Age	(2004)	The	Third	Age	is	unique	because	it	is	one	of	the	few	games	of	the	era	that	wasn’t	entirely	based	on	the	films.	Rather,	the	events	of	The	Third	Age	run	parallel	to	the	movies	and	have	several	overlapping	events.	The	turn-based	role-playing	game	(RPG)	also	has	entirely
unique	content,	and	the	player	characters	are	entirely	new.	Like	any	RPG,	each	area	of	the	game	had	a	bevy	of	quests	to	complete.	What	made	The	Third	Age	unique,	though,	was	the	evil	mode.	Once	the	player	beat	an	area	of	the	game,	it	could	be	replayed	in	evil	mode,	where	players	took	control	of	Sauron’s	forces.	The	player	then	had	to	complete
battle	after	battle	with	no	saves.	If	successful,	they	could	unlock	new	items	for	the	main	player	characters.	It	was	a	unique	extra	layer	that	helped	pad	out	the	playtime.	The	game	was	proof	that	a	Lord	of	the	Rings	RPG	could	be	insanely	fun.	It’s	just	a	shame	that	more	games	like	it	weren’t	made.	Middle-Earth:	Shadow	of	Mordor	(2014)	Middle-Earth:
Shadow	of	Mordor	exploded	onto	the	scene	when	it	was	released	in	2014.	It	had	entirely	new	characters,	a	plot	that	fleshed	out	Mordor,	and	a	unique	Nemesis	System	that	generated	memorable	orc	captains	for	the	player	to	clash	with.	The	plot	was	a	little	wonky	and	played	pretty	fast	and	loose	with	the	canon,	but	all	in	all,	it	was	an	exceptional	and
thrilling	game.	The	player	takes	control	of	Talion,	a	ranger	who	is	seeking	revenge	after	he	and	his	family	are	killed	by	the	Black	Hand	of	Sauron.	Talion	is	brought	back	to	life	by	a	mysterious	wraith,	who	is	later	revealed	to	be	Celebrimbor	—	the	forger	of	the	one	ring.	Together,	the	two	improve	Talion’s	abilities,	help	human	slaves	find	freedom	in
Mordor,	and	meet	a	host	of	unique	characters.	The	boss	battles	are	a	little	underwhelming,	but	the	Nemesis	System	is	so	unique	and	well-crafted	that	it	makes	the	game	stand	out	as	one	of	the	best	Lord	of	the	Rings	games	around.	Middle-Earth:	Shadow	of	War	(2015)	This	one	may	be	contentious,	but	Shadow	of	War	takes	what	worked	with	Shadow
of	Mordor	and	improves	it	in	practically	every	way.	The	story	is	still	all	over	the	place,	but	the	game	delivers	on	a	broader	scope,	a	more	complex	Nemesis	System,	and	new	base	raids	that	make	for	dozens	—	if	not	hundreds	—	of	hours	of	additional	gameplay.	The	biggest	and	best	changes	come	to	the	Nemesis	System.	One	complaint	about	Shadow	of
Mordor	was	that	once	Talion	is	leveled	enough,	basically	nothing	can	stop	him.	Shadow	of	Mordor	doesn’t	have	this	problem,	thanks	to	a	more	complex	leveling	system	and	the	chance	for	orc	commanders	to	become	insanely	powerful.	Many	times	they	can	kill	you	outright,	regardless	of	your	level,	and	some	can	even	be	immune	to	executions.
Combine	that	with	the	additional	layers	of	equipment,	strengths,	and	other	tweaks,	and	the	Nemesis	System	of	Shadow	of	War	could	be	the	entire	game	in	and	of	itself.	Shadow	of	War	also	has	multiple	regions	to	explore	in	the	base	game,	and	each	is	noticeably	different	and	has	its	own	ranks	of	orcs	to	cut	through.	Despite	the	story	and	annoying
micro-transactions,	Shadow	of	War	really	is	a	compelling	game	that	improves	on	its	predecessor	in	nearly	every	way.		Editors'	Recommendations
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